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SECT ION 5

The Context Window

🧠  THE BIG IDEA

A whiteboard it can see all at once — your whole chat. Fill it up, and the oldest notes get
wiped to make room.

⚙️  HOW  IT  WORKS

Measured in tokens messages, replies, and hidden instructions all count.

Overflow when full, the earliest content slides off the edge.

That’s “forgetting” the opening of a long chat literally fell off the board.

🌍  IN THE WILD

Long chats drift (the start fell off); fresh chats
are blank slates (the board was wiped).

⚠️  WATCH OUT

No memory between chats unless the app
adds it. And a bigger board isn’t smarter —
junk makes it worse.

👉  REMEMBER The context window is all it knows right now.

LLMs Demystified — a companion cheat sheet. Yours to keep.


